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MEETING CALENDAR FOR AUGUST
Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of each month at NW Volunteer Fire Department @ 6:30pm, unless otherwise noted.  The Fire Department is located behind Harris Baptist Church off of Center Street.

AUGUST 10--- Linda Cobb, nationally known Master Gardener from Spartanburg, will focus attention on “Creative Containers and Welcoming Window Boxes” for participants.  Excitement is sure to peak as participants begin to see how adaptable these ideas may be to all seasons of the year for home or office settings or to the different holiday themes/planting seasons of the gardening year.  You will certainly want to visit her website at www.mygardenersguide.com for more information on a variety of gardening topics, prior presentations and elements of special interest to you such roses, visiting her cottage garden or reviewing her book, My Gardener’s Guide: Easy Steps to a Better Garden, which will be available for purchase at the end of the meeting. Several Lakelands Master Gardeners have participated in events sponsored by Ms. Cobb and have given great reviews such as you will find in the May newsletter.  This monthly meeting is open to the general community. Educational credit is available. 

AUGUST 24--- Board Meeting 5:30PM at the Mall Office

SEPTEMBER 14--- Vermiculture with Donna Boozer

THE PRESIDENTS CORNER—Jane Price
The Haphazard Gardener


I finally came up with a name to describe my gardening style—haphazard.  First of all I do not understand all this Ph (or is that pH) stuff. No, James I did not cheat on that test!  I sort of guess on how much and when to fertilize.  I plant, transplant, and prune at the wrong times of the year.  And you are wondering how I became president of our association.  I do not like plants that I have to fuss with.  I tried growing roses, but they just take too much babying. I like plants that you can just pretty much stick in the ground and let go.  So I would like to tell you about three of my favorites.


The first is the daylily (Hemerocallis).  Daylily flowers may be plain or ruffled, striped or bicolored, single or double.  Plant heights range from10-inch minis to 40-inch giants.  All you have to do is plant, water, and fertilize, divide from time to time, and you have beautiful blooms from mid-May until late July, depending upon the variety.   My front flower bed has over 100 plants in it, and I must admit when the bed is in full bloom, it is gorgeous.  One of my favorite daylilies is called Golden Spider, and it is on its second round of blooming this year.  There are even some that bloom continuously from late spring to fall frost.


  The second is Purple Heart (Tradescantia pallida).  It is a long-jointed groundcover plant with succulent stems and pointed leaves.  The stems and upper surfaces of the leaves are a deep royal purple that has a faint dusty gunmetal undertone as the foliage grows older.  Pale orchid-pink flowers with three petals emerge at the stem tips.  My sister, Linda has Purple Heart planted with a daylily that is orchid with a purple center.  Beautiful!  Purple Heart blooms constantly during warm weather, but the flowers are open only in the morning.  It grows best in full sun but will tolerate some shade.  Although Purple Heart prefers ample moisture, it does well in dry soil.  This is one of the easiest plants in the world to propagate.  I just break it off and stick it in conditioned soil, making sure a stem node is in the ground.  I have seen it in beds at the University of South Carolina planted in a semi-circle with variegated liriope in the middle.  Now that is a striking combination.  I have mixed it with “Night Before Christmas” hosta, which is limey-green with cream centers.  Purple Heart is an excellent accent plant.

A third favorite of mine is Japanese Painted Fern (Athyrium niponicum ‘Pictum’).

This is one of the most popular ferns in cultivation in America today.  The blade is triangular and has burgundy, gray, and darker green.  The best color is developed on plants in light shade.  Too much sun washes out the color.  Under good conditions, this fern will send up fronds all summer and into fall.  The plant can double or triple in one year.  Full plants can be dug up and divided into eight to fifteen plants, each with three or four growing points. I have two that I know are planted in a perfect location because the color is beautiful, and they have grown well.  I have set out others this year that I am not sure are going to get enough light to color well.  By the end of this season or perhaps next year I should be able to tell.  This is a fern that just keeps on giving.


So, if you are a haphazard gardener like me, these are three plants with which you can’t go wrong.
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CLEMSON EXTENSION AGENT CORNER
James Hodges       A Bad Time for Plants--Too few Successes and Too Many Losses in the Plant Kingdom

After hearing Dr. Jan Haldaman’s program on exotic invasive plants last week, I long for a few for my landscape.   They are adaptable everywhere, easy to grow and obviously tolerate our pests and climate very well.  Sure they don’t know when to stop invading areas where they are not wanted and crowd out other desirable plants, but they don’t disappoint you by dying during our annual summer droughts. 


These non-natives are definitely doing better than my Mountain transplants. Water, shade and compost don’t always overcome the heat of July when you are trying to grow a few native mountain plants in Greenwood.  Even when you water on a regular basis, the heat can toast black cohosh, mountain ferns or other sensitive plants before you notice.  Trees add needed shade for these plants, but suck all the moisture out of the soil this time of year at a rate faster than you can add it with a little sprinkler.  

Maybe I should look more at our “Heat Index” maps before I bring cooler climate plants to my yard. I could go with Cactus and Succulents next year.  I’ll need to bring in a load of sand to put on top of my heavy clay soils though.    

The perennial droughts of the Lakelands are taking their toll on plants of all types and sizes.  Recently Steve and I have looked at many plants suffering from drought in various ways.  Keep an eye on your grass (especially St. Augustine and Centipede) for chinch bug.  I have seen at least a dozen yards in my daily travels around Greenwood that have slight to severe problems with the insects.  A couple of lawns are gone.  Watering and pesticide treatments are the best options at this stage.  Last year was a bad year for chinch in our area, but this year may be worse.  

I have looked at dogwood, oak, black-gum and pine trees that have borers or bark beetle damage showing up.  Many of these are dead, a victim of the combined effects of drought stress and insect attacks.  Many older Japanese holly shrubs affected by years of root rot disease are dying during hot, dry periods around many foundation plantings.  

There is not much you can do for your stressed trees, shrubs or perennials right now except to water when you can.  I know some of you have $300 water bills, but water is the best treatment right now.  In the future consider plant spacing as a way to reduce drought stress.  We always establish our plants too close and as they grow they become overly crowded.  When conditions are good all plants survive. When drought hits the area some plants must go.
BOOK REVIEWS
Submitted by Lauren Boylston             The Southern Gardener’s BOOK OF LISTS
The Best Plants for All Your Needs, Wants, and Whims

By Lois Trigg Chaplin   Taylor Trade Publishing 1994

This book was a gift.  I had never heard of it.  But once I had the chance to thumb through its pages, I knew I had not sent a thoughtful enough “thank you” note to the giver of the gift.


As the title suggests, this is a book of LISTS.  What type of lists?  First, it is divided into sections: Trees, Perennials, Ferns, Annuals, Vines, Shrubs, Azaleas, Roses and Ground Covers.  Second, within each section it provides lists for each category covering such things as “Shrubs for Wet Soil” and  “Hardy Evergreen Vines” and “Perennials with Vertical Spiked Flowers” and “Roses that do Well in Pots” and “Ground Covers for Cracks” and “Trees for Tough Urban Sites” and “Annuals for Fragrance” and “Ferns for Sun”.    Each list is delicious and delightful and full of information that should make planning a garden spot a real “no-brainer”. And the lists go on and on and on.  Sadly, I do not use this book enough.  If I did, I would not have near the failure rate I experience in my garden.

Ms. Chapin has gone to a great deal of trouble to organize a well planned and thought out soft cover book.  It has over 200 lists for almost any situation and should help to eliminate COSTLY mistakes.  I am an emotional plant purchaser (you think?) and have made dozens of “plant buys” only to get home and realize I do not have an appropriate environment for the poor plant.  This book is also peppered with great advice from noted horticulturists and nursery owners from around the South.  


I recommend this book for many reasons.  Primarily it is the great lists.  Another is that it is a soft cover which you can comfortably carry on a nursery visit.  And it is a “comfort” book.  Comfort book?  Well, yes, I feel comfortable writing in this book….in the margins and along the inside cover.  It is the kind of book that you feel you can add to or subtract from.  You can scribble out things that don’t matter and pencil in the things that you discover along the way.  It is meant to be used and then used again.

This book is a great quick reference guide when plant shopping and garden planning.  Not too stuffed with garden jargon and brainiac information.  It has a straight forward approach and would make a wonderful gift for your favorite gardening friend.  It does fail to give plant information as it regards mature size, so you will still need another reference for this information.  Enjoy!
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GOOD ADVICE FROM A MASTER GARDENER
Submitted by Judy Sieckman

Bringing Your Yard in the House

This time of the year is so hot it can be unbearable to be outside.  Other than early in the morning or late in the evening, I just want to stay in the air conditioning.  In weather like this I like to bring my yard inside to enjoy.  I do this by cutting flowers and foliage and placing them in various containers around the house.

Gardeners can apply the same principles of garden design outside to floral design inside.  You know what colors look good together in your yard.  You, as gardeners, know how to combine different shapes and textures in your plantings. You know what foliage complements each other.  When you bring cuttings inside and arrange them in containers you are doing the same thing.

Here are a few tips for bringing cuttings from your yard indoors and making attractive floral arrangements:

· Make your cuttings early in the morning or later in the evening.  The sap at this time of the day is better for taking up water.  Carry a bucket of water around with you and place your cuttings immediately in the water.  Remember when you take a cutting you are also pruning.

· After cutting, fully immerse the flowers and foliage in a tub of water and let them soak for 20 – 30 minutes.  Make sure everything is under water – flowers, leaves, and especially the stem so it can still take up water.  This is to get all the critters off before you bring them in the house.  The very first time I cut flowers and stuck them on the dining room table, I had skipped this step.  I went back an hour later and had tiny black bugs crawling all over my white tablecloth, and company was due any minute.  (panic time!)  My favorite container for soaking them in is an old plastic baby bathtub used for newborns.   Any long shallow container will do, even an old, plastic kiddie pool.  

· After soaking, carefully remove the flowers from the water and put them in buckets for bringing inside.  Use care when pulling flowers out of the water because the flower head can get very heavy when full of water and the stem may break.   You may want to let everything drip dry for a while outside.

· Next comes the fun part.  Experiment.  You can use anything for a container as long as it holds water.   I have used teacups, seashells, a large antique water faucet, and of course all kinds of jars.  A jar filled with floral foam and then covered with a paper bag or set down inside a gift bag makes a simple container.  The advantage of using floral foam is that the flower stays where you put it.  If you’re using a clear container you have to depend on the other flowers holding it in place.

· Combine things in your container the way you would plant things in your yard.  Don’t forget foliage plants.  Not everything has to be a flower.  Use hosta leaves and elephant ears for big impact. Coleus is beautiful in a vase with flowers and lasts forever because it will start rooting.  

· Try combining different things.  Try sun lovers with shade lovers.  If you’ve been thinking of digging up that bush and moving it over next to another, try cuttings from each in a vase.  If it doesn’t work, you don’t have to do any digging, just pull the stem out and try something else.

· As you make your arrangements, recut the stem on a slant.  This helps the cuttings drink.  

· Some flowers, such as daisies, don’t smell good when brought in the house.  Place a couple of drops of fabric softener or mouthwash in the water and let them drink before using them in an arrangement.   

· Warm water causes flowers to open faster and cold water slows them down.

Floral design doesn’t have to be elaborate or expensive.  It can be as simple as a single bloom tucked down in a tall clear vase.  You can use what you have on hand and make a big impact.  Flowers in a room make a room come alive.  And flowers in a room make me smile inside.

RECIPE CORNER
Submitted by Jane Price
Peach Trifle

4 cups fresh, sliced peaches



2 (3oz.) pkg. instant vanilla pudding

2 (3oz.) pkg. peach Jello



4 cups milk

1 (10 ¾ oz.) frozen pound cake


             1 (8 oz.) carton Cool Whip

Sprinkle dry Jello over peaches.  Mix and pour into trifle bowl.  Place thawed, cubed cake pieces over peaches.  Mix milk and pudding together.  Pour over cake before it completely thickens.  Top with Cool Whip and refrigerate.  Garnish with fresh peach slices and mint.

Do you have a recipe to share?  Please send it to LBoylston@earthlink.net and we will include it in our newsletter.
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DUES NEWS

Lakelands Master Gardeners will be increasing dues for fiscal year 2007.  The new dues, starting in January 2007, will be as follows:

· Regular dues $15.00

· Senior rate (>60 years) $10.00

· Couple (regardless of age) $15.00

· Lifetime membership (one time only) $125.00

These rates still keep our organization well below most membership fees around the state.  We use these dues to defray the cost of the newsletter, website and social events.  If you have questions, please contact any Board member.

Questions???  Contact any Board Member.  They are:

President: Jane Price 227-8992 or derf007@greenwood.net
Vice President: Lauren Turner  223-7646 Lallen@ggc.org  

Treasurer: Terri Mostiller 456-2664 or tmostiller@wesleycommons.org
Secretary: Kris Cheeseman  227-0492 or ewcheese@aol.com 

Past President: Lauren Boylston  229-6221 or LBoylston@earthlink.net
We are repeating the above announcement each month so there will be no surprises when January rolls around!  So, NO, we do not have a form of dementia….we are just reiterating the information for all members!
ANNOUNCEMENTS
· News from the Greenwood Farmer's Market   Market Manager, Newton O'dell, reports that things are looking good for our local market.  Saturdays are really packed with customers.  There have been on average, 25 vendors selling their fresh vegetables, fruits and garden plants.  Wednesdays have stayed steady with about 15 vendors and their goods.  If you too are having to cut back on watering and watch your veggies cook on the vine, don't despair, local farmers can keep you supplied until cooler days return.  Tomatoes, corn, cucumbers, squash, beans, herbs and more will be waiting for you - Saturdays and Wednesdays 7AM - 12 noon. Do come early for the best selections!  Hope to see you there!  Submitted by Sharon Alvarez…contact Sharon for more information.
· MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!!!  The 2007 International Master Gardener Conference is scheduled to be held in Little Rock, Arkansas May 2-5, 2007 at the Peabody Hotel/Statehouse Convention Center.  This promises to be a wonderful event a little closer to home than the last several IMGC.  Check the website at http://mg2007.uaex.edu for more information.  The hotel is already accepting reservations.  
· The new MG Class begins August 15th.  The first night class (August 15th) will be “covered” by: James Hodges, Jane Price (President) and Linda Kellam.  The August 22nd class has Patti Huff (Community Projects Chair) with Donna Boozer and Sandy Stachurski.  The August 29th class has Helen Spiller (Education Chair) with Lynn Bornemann.  September 5th is Lauren Boylston (Newsletter Chair and Public Relations Chair) with others to be announced.  If you have NOT volunteered to help with the new class, please contact Helen Spiller as soon as possible.  Mohelspil@aol.com or 223-2806.  We need your help!!!!!!
PUZZLE CORNER

Submitted by Judy Kelley
Joys of a Backyard Garden
S M J K L Y H F O M C Q G C S            Accomplishments

G T G L J E R E P J I U W A E            Book

E S N W E I M O G E N I K N O            Breezes 

W F Z E E M B O C C C E M U T            Flowers

A O I N M O Y N N Q I T O V I            Fragrance 

H Q D Y O H A S T A P I B P U            Friends

C S K K G R S L H V D U O I Q            Lemonade 

F X P N G B I I A A D E G C S            Mosquitoes

T D I A W Z Y S L S R C T T O            Nap

L W R E L A X V R P B E D U M            Picnic

S F S E Z E E R B E M U U R N            Pictures

S O N G B I R D S F W O N E U            Quiet

G V L B H H L B P A N O C S W            Relax

F Z X B T M I H T L N N L C W            Share

E O F U M R A B V I H X Q F A            Songbirds

                                                                                        Swing
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The Daffodil Principle:  Submitted by Lynn Bornemann
Several times my daughter had telephoned to say, "Mother, you must come to see the daffodils before they are over."
I wanted to go, but it was a two-hour drive from Laguna to Lake Arrowhead.  "I will come next Tuesday," I promised a little reluctantly on her third call.
Next Tuesday dawned cold and rainy. Still, I had promised and, reluctantly, I drove there. When I finally walked into Carolyn's house I was welcomed by the joyful sounds of happy children. I delightedly hugged and greeted my grandchildren.
"Forget the daffodils, Carolyn! The road is invisible in these clouds and fog, and there is nothing in the world except you and these children that I want to see badly enough to drive another inch!"
My daughter smiled calmly and said, "We drive in this all the time, Mother."

"Well, you won't get me back on the road until it clears, and then I'm heading for home!" I assured her.

"I was hoping you'd take me over to the garage to pick up my car."

"How far will we have to drive?"

"Oh...just a few blocks," Carolyn said. "But I'll drive. I'm used to this."

After several minutes, I had to ask, "Where are we going? This isn't the way to the garage!"

"We're going to my garage the long way," Carolyn smiled, "by way of the daffodils."

"Carolyn," I said sternly, "please turn around."

"It's all right, Mother, I promise. You will never forgive yourself if you miss this experience."

After about twenty minutes, we turned onto a small gravel road and I saw a small church. On the far side of the church, I saw a hand-lettered sign with an arrow that read, "Daffodil Garden"  We got out of the car, each took a child's hand, and I followed Carolyn down the path. Then, as we turned a corner, I looked up and gasped.  Before me lay the most glorious sight. It looked as though someone had taken a great vat of gold and poured it over the mountain peak and its surrounding slopes. The flowers were planted in majestic, swirling patterns, great ribbons and swaths of deep orange, creamy white, lemon yellow, salmon pink, and saffron and butter yellow. Each different-colored variety was planted in large groups so that it swirled and flowed like its own river with its own unique hue. There were five acres of flowers.

"Who did this?" I asked Carolyn.

"Just one woman," Carolyn answered. "She lives on the property. That's her home."

Carolyn pointed to a well kept A-frame house, small and modestly sitting in the midst of all that glory.  We walked up to the house.  On the patio, we saw a poster. "Answers to the Questions I Know You Are Asking" was the headline.  The first answer was a simple one. "50,000 bulbs," it read. The second answer was, "One at a time, by one woman. Two hands, two feet, and one brain." The third answer was, "Began in 1958."

For me, that moment was a life-changing experience. I thought of this woman whom I had never met, who, more than forty years before, had begun, one bulb at a time, to bring her vision of beauty and joy to an obscure mountaintop. Planting one bulb at a time, year after year, this unknown woman had forever changed the world in which she lived. One day at  a time, she had created something of extraordinary magnificence, beauty, and inspiration. The principle her daffodil garden taught is one of the greatest principles of celebration. That is, learning to move toward our goals and desires one step at a time--often just one baby-step at time--and learning to love the doing, learning to use the accumulation of time. When we multiply tiny pieces of time with small elements of daily effort, we too will find we can accomplish magnificent things. We can change the world.

"It makes me sad in a way," I admitted to Carolyn. "What might I have accomplished if I had thought of a wonderful goal thirty-five or forty years ago and had worked away at it 'one bulb at a time' through all those years?  Just think what I might have been able to achieve!"

My daughter summed up the message of the day in her usual direct way.
"Start tomorrow," she said.

She was right. It's so pointless to think of the lost hours of yesterdays. The way to make learning a lesson of celebration instead of a cause for regret is to only ask, "How can I put this to use today?"  Use the Daffodil Principle.  Stop waiting.....Until your car or home is paid off.  Until you get a new car or home.  Until your kids leave the house.  Until you go back to school.  Until you finish school.  Until you clean the house.  Until you organize the garage.  Until you clean off your desk.  Until you lose 10 lbs.  Until you gain 10 lbs.  Until you get married.  Until you get a divorce.  Until you have kids.  Until the kids go to school.  Until you retire.  Until summer.  Until spring.  Until winter.  Until fall.  Until you die....
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Lakelands Master Gardeners Name New Vice President
Lauren Turner, our acting VP, had to resign from her position due to job and work changes.  We all know how hard these types of decisions are to make and we thank Lauren Turner for her service to our organization over the past 7 months.    We look forward to seeing her at all MG meetings and functions as a regular member.

Julee Marshall has graciously agreed to take Lauren’s place as our Vice President.  She is assuming the position immediately and we all welcome Julee to the Board.  She will serve out the rest of 2006 as our VP and then become the President in 2007.  Thank you, Julee, and we look forward to working with you!  Please congratulate Julee when you see her!

Do you have an article or recipe for the newsletter?  We would love to hear from you!  Please send all articles or recipes in an word attachment to LBoylston@earthlink.net
Editor: Lauren Boylston

Lboylston@earthlink.net or 229-6221

Lakelands Master Gardeners

PO Box 49632

Greenwood, SC 29648






