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MEETING CALENDAR FOR MARCH
Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of each month at the NW Volunteer Fire Department @ 6:30pm, unless otherwise noted.  The Fire Department is located behind Harris Baptist Church off of Center Street.

MARCH 9th---HISTORICAL GARDENING with Lei Zimmerman.  History, folklore, literature and family provide great information for the influence of plants on modern gardens.  Lei will share with us the key ingredients for planning and developing your garden with historical roots.  Bring your questions, family ties with plants and a notepad for keeping track of plants for your garden that will bind you to who/what “done-it”, sung sonnets of it and died for them----historical plants.

MARCH 23rd---Board Meeting @ 5:30pm at the Mall Office

APRIL 20th---JAPANESE GARDEN TOUR at the home of Mr. And Mrs. Richard Greene.  Details to follow.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

CLEMSON EXTENSION GALA EVENT
Sponsored by the Greenwood County Extension Advisory Council

Date: Monday, March 27, 2006

Place: Immanuel Lutheran Church Fellowship Center

501 Creswell Avenue

Greenwood, SC

Time: 6:30pm Exhibits and Social Time

   7:00pm Program and Dinner

Cost: $10.00 per person

Dr. George Alston, retired Specialist from Texas Agricultural Extension Service, is the highly regarded, entertaining and insightful speaker.

Various awards will be presented during the program.

The Lakelands Master Gardeners (and various other agencies) will have educational exhibits set up for viewing and interaction prior to the meeting.  See James Hodges, Steve Odom, Helen Spiller or Lauren Boylston for tickets.

Please purchase your tickets prior to March 20th so the caterer will have an accurate head count!!!!

IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES YET, PLEASE DO SO IMMEDIATELY.  SEE Terri Mostiller at the next general meeting or mail your dues to her at: 617 Cochran Road  Donalds, SC 29638.  If you fail to pay your dues by the end of March, you will no longer receive a newsletter.
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THE PRESIDENTS CORNER
Fellow Master Gardeners,


What a great day Kris Cheeseman, Evie Galloway, Linda Kellam, Ann Mendelson, Gail Murph, and myself had at the Greater Greenville Master Gardener Symposium on Saturday, February 4.  We arrived at the Younts Conference Center on Furman University’s campus at 8:00 a.m.  We registered, had continental breakfast, and then moved to our seats to find a bag loaded with all kinds of gardening goodies.  Our first speaker, Barbara Pleasant, began her talk on the Garden of Eden, since the title of the symposium was “Creating Eden:  Ideas for Passionate Gardeners.”  Barbara began her career as a social worker, and needed to do something else to supplement her income.  To do this, she wrote a gardening article and thus a new career was born.  She is the author of numerous gardening books.  Since I am a sucker for books, I bought two of hers entitled The Southern Garden Advisor and Garden Stone, Creative Landscaping with Plants and Stone.

The Southern Garden Advisor takes the reader on a month-by-month journey of gardening with timely tips, practical advice, and detailed instructions on how to grow, prune, and care for all kinds of plants.  She also includes fascinating facts and tidbits on information, such as:  Wonderful words-essential vocabulary and their definitions and history; Creature Feature-interesting facts about the “wild” life around us; and Eco-Gardening-tips on working with nature.


The second book, Garden Stone, Creative Landscaping with Plants and Stone, was the basis for one of the afternoon break-out sessions that I attended.  It was entitled “When Plant Meets Stone.” Anyone who tells me I need at least two wheelbarrows full of movable stone, and it’s okay to move it all around my yard (more than once) is definitely a kindred spirit.  It was almost as if she had been eavesdropping on me in my garden.

Her presentation was given in a humorous, folksy fashion.  Her beautiful slides gave me lots of wonderful ideas, as does her book, which includes gorgeous color photographs and such topics as “Using Stone in the Garden,” “Pathways with Purpose,” “Rock Gardening with Stone,” and “Working with Stone.”

We had two other excellent speakers in the morning, Jim Bennett and Jim Martin.  You’ll be reading about them from the other master gardeners who attended the symposium.  We had numerous breaks so that we could browse the vendors’ booths (a local artist, Backyard Birds and More, Barnes and Noble Booksellers, Crow Dog Company Native Ferns and Gardens, Patio Imports, and Turner Greenhouses).  Many wonderful door prizes were given, but none of us were lucky enough to win either of the big prizes, a beautiful mosaic bench and an original painting.

In the afternoon we attended two break-out sessions provided by those who spoke in the morning and two additional speakers.  All-in-all a wonderful, inspiring day!

Jane M. Price

President

Contact Jane at derf007@greenwood.net or 227-8992

LAKELANDS MASTER GARDENERS RECEIVE A THANK YOU FROM HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

In January, Lakelands Master Gardeners delivered a check for $1500.00 to Habitat for Humanity.  This check represented the proceeds from our 2005 Fundraiser and had been earmarked for this charity for landscaping around new Habitat homes.  We received a “thank-you” letter from Mike Dawkins, President and David Hord, Executive Director.  The letter said the following:

“One of the most rewarding aspects of Habitat for Humanity is to witness the generosity of people.  Lakelands Master Gardeners Association’s donation to Greenwood Area Habitat for Humanity, received on January 17, 2006, is a true testimony of your friendship and dedication to Habitat’s ministry.  This donation will be used to directly support the landscaping cost as we continue to build in Greenwood.  Without the support of the community we would not be able to provide the ministry to Greenwood County that we strive for.  Words are not adequate to express our gratitude for your continued support.  We humbly say “Thank you”.”

This is a proud moment for our organization.  Everyone worked so hard to make the 2005 fundraiser a success.  A special thank you goes to Gail Murph for her leadership with the Fundraising Committee.  Thanks to everyone who put in hours in their yards, selling tickets, hosting and planning.  A great team effort!

Lovers of English Roses   Submitted By Linda Kellam

Lovers of English roses will be delighted by the garden of Linda Cobb in Spartanburg.  We visited this cottage style garden the second weekend in May, 2005 and the garden was truly delightful.  Linda, who is a Master Gardener, gardening author, and formerly did the garden spot on channel 7’s web page, has 300 David Austin English roses in her garden as well as many perennials and a miniature formal boxwood garden.  Her garden also has birdhouses of every description as well as many examples of garden art.   Linda’s web address is www.mygardeningguide.com.  Her email address is lindacobb@charter.net

Linda is hosting another open house in her garden again on May 13, 2006 and has invited everyone to see it.  Prior to this event, I will provide directions to the garden for anyone who wants to see it.
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CLEMSON EXTENSION AGENT CORNER

UPCOMING SEMINAR ON VEGETABLE GARDENING by CLEMSON EXTENSION AND MASTER GARDENERS
A seminar will be held Monday March 6th from 6:30pm to 8:30pm at the Tennis Center located next to the Civic Center Tennis Courts.  The Vegetable Gardening class will cover general information such as insect and disease management, soil improvement and Integrated Pest Management (IPM).  A fee of $7 per person or $10 per couple will be charged to cover cost of printed material and refreshments.  Pre-registration is recommended because space is limited.  Call the Greenwood Extension office at 942-8590 and dial 0 to sign up.

FARMERS MARKET SPRING FESTIVAL--EXPANDED

Mark your calendars.  April 21-23 is the date for this years Spring Festival at the Farmers Market, which is next to the Civic Center.  Vendors will have plants and garden items for sale and the Clemson Extension Agents and Master Gardeners will be on hand to provide gardening information to the public.  The festival hours are 1-6 PM on Friday, 8am-6pm on Saturday and 1-6pm on Sunday afternoon.  Vendors interested in reserving space should call Kathy Buchanan at 227-4880 or 223-1276 or Greenwood Extension Office at 943-8590 and hit 0.

James Hodges, Clemson Extension Agent, is looking for MG volunteers for the Saturday 8-2 time frame at the Spring Festival to give out bulletins and information at the event.  Please call James to volunteer.  Get your volunteer hours in!!!!

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENT

ATTENTION MASTER GARDENERS

Submitted by Ann Mendelson, Chair of Finance/Fundraising Committee


The finance committee would like to hold a Plant Sale this year as one of our moneymakers.  However, for it to be successful we need to have the commitment of our Master Gardeners.  


As to the time and place, the Farmers Market will be holding their annual Plant Sale AND spring Festival on April 21 - 23 (Fri./Sat./Sun) this year at the Greenwood Farmers Market.  They have agreed to give us one or two booths at no cost.  


Now we need to have commitments from our members.  Please let me know through e-mail (annmendelson@hotmail.com) or by phone (229-6528) what and how many plants you can contribute.  Also, we will need volunteers to work the sale.  Depending on our response, we will decide if it will be for one, two or all three days.  Please respond by Thursday, March 9, 2006.  


We could use vegetable plants started from seeds, herbs, annuals, perennials, shrubs, trees, houseplants, etc.   It would be nice if you have the plants labeled and possibly a little information about the plant.


If you have any questions or other suggestions, please feel free to contact me.  I would also be interested in having someone do a "workshop," such as dividing perennials or composting.  

THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA PROUDLY PRESENTS:

English Gardens Study Tour Certificate Program
Join us as we journey abroad to learn more about the outstanding gardens of England!!  The educational tour will visit a dozen gardens, castles and arboretums in England.  UGA Professor of Horticulture Dr. Jim Midcap will lead the multi-day tour. 

Consider these special benefits:

· Visit many of the outstanding gardens of England

· Learn about the many features that make up outstanding gardens

· Identify new plants and develop an appreciation for plant combinations

· Gain new ideas about ornamental plantings and maintenance

· Share ideas with fellow garden enthusiasts

· Earn Continuing Education Units and a Certificate of Completion from the University of Georgia

Course dates: June 14-22, 2006---Reserve your seat today!!!

Go to our website (www.georgiacenter.uga.edu/is/gardentour) for more course details, frequently asked questions and registration information.
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THINGS TO DO
State Master Gardener Conference

Inspired by the Past

Informed for the Future
Celebrating 25 Years of Excellence

March 23-25, 2006   Charleston, South Carolina

Riverview Hotel

If you have the free time and the inclination, the place to be the end of March is Charleston with the State Master Gardener Conference.  Some of the leading names in the industry will be speaking on a wide range of topics, with something to interest virtually everyone.  Tours of some of the Lowcountry’s best public gardens, led by well-known horticulturists.  See Brookgreen Gardens through the eyes of Jim Martin.  Visit the ACE Basin/Donnelly Wildlife Management Area with the very famous and South Carolina’s own, Rudy Mancke.  And many more!  What a treat.  DO NOT DELAY.  Pre-registration is required.  Please visit the website for registration information and conference details!  www.charlestonmgconference2006.com
South Carolina Native Plant Society Announces Two Upcoming Special Meetings With Well-Known Speakers

· Native Plants for the 21st Century   Tuesday April 25th at 7pm in Spartanburg at Wofford College
Throughout his long career-always with a flourish and style all his own-through writings, talks, radio and television, Dr. Marcus Cathey has promoted the things he is passionate about: environmental stewardship, plant-light interactions, color theory, and making gardeners more successful.  He recently co-edited revisions to the comprehensive reference The American Horticultural Society A-Z Encyclopedia of Garden Plants (DK Publishing, 2004).

· Appalachian Medicinal Plants    Thursday June 1st at Noon in Spartanburg at Converse College
Come hear James A. Duke, PhD., one of the world’s leading authorities on herbal healing traditions, as he sheds light on the botanical pharmacy of the Appalachians, focusing on plants with strong folk reputations and/or proven medicinal applications.  Pre-registration required.  Lunch Meeting.  $10.00 admission fee.

For more information on these upcoming events, or to register, visit the SC Native Plant Society website at www.scnps.org/activities.

Richland County Master Gardeners Announce “The Garden Market”
The Richland County Master Gardeners (Columbia) announce that they will have a “Garden Market” at the upcoming Sparkleberry Country Fair held at the Clemson Sandhill Research and Education Center.  The address for the fair is 900 Clemson Road in Columbia.  The date is April 29th from 9:30am to 5:00pm.  The “Garden Market” will have plants for sale and all types of Garden Art.  All proceeds from their “Garden Market” will benefit Richland County Master Gardener Programs and Community Projects.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Greater Greenville Master Gardener Plant Sale

Please go check out the great selection of trees, shrubs, perennials and herbs!  There will also be some unusual selections lovingly cared for by the Greater Greenville Master Gardeners!!!!  SATURDAY- April 29th   8:00am-12:00pm.  Firestone Parking Lot Adjacent to Target on Woodruff Road.  RAIN OR SHINE!  

“All the wars of the world, all the Caesars, have not the staying power of a lily in a cottage garden.”

Reginald Farrer
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MARCH PUZZLE

Annuals for Full Sun

A C X Q E G Q C Y F H D N H A      AGERATUM        

I B O I M A A C E H H I V N Q      CALENDULA

K L L W O I P C E L G T A K M      CELOSIA 

C O H S E L A L A E O I B U Q      FLAX 

E B P Z N L I O L L T S A F K      GAILLARDIA   

B E B I A A U L Q O U S I Z D      HELIANTHUS

D L M V N R A X C N X T B A Z      LOBELIA

U I K T C D A I V L A S R D W      NICOTIANA

R A H R B I N N A H V R S O Y      NIGELLA

P U J T O A R R J I E R X H P      PHLOX

S A L U D N E L A C N A X U M      PORTULACA    

A G E R A T U M D U L N D S Y      RUBECKIA

F T M W X J M N M F M C I B O      SALVIA

B D W Q T L X W G Y A E R Z W      ZINNIA

X T O K Q Q Z J K N R E M D V 

RECIPE CORNER
This month’s recipe comes from our fearless leader, Jane Price.  As many of us already know, Jane is a fabulous cook.  Please enjoy these delectable Rosemary Rounds with a cool drink.

Rosemary Rounds
2 ½ cups of all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon salt

2 teaspoons fresh rosemary chopped

½ lb. Cheddar cheese, shredded and softened

½ lb. Butter, softened

Pecan halves

Cream butter and cheese.  Add salt, flour and rosemary.  Mix well.  Roll into one-inch balls and flatten.  Place a pecan in the center of each flattened ball.  Bake on a greased cookie sheet at 425° for 8 to 10 minutes.  Remove from oven and cool on wire rack.

Since rosemary is said to increase brainpower, I developed this recipe, because IO figured I could use all the help I could get!  Jane M Price

COMEDY CORNER

Two older ladies were sitting on a park bench outside the local town hall where a flower show was in progress.  One leaned over and said “Life is so boring.  We never have any fun anymore.  For $5.00 I’d take off my clothes off right now and streak through that stupid flower show!”  “YOU’RE ON!” said the other old lady, holding up a $5.00 bill.  As fast as she could, the first little old lady fumbled her way out of her clothes and, completely naked, streaked through the front door of the flower show.  Waiting outside, her friend soon heard a huge commotion inside the hall, followed by loud applause.  The naked lady burst out through the door surrounded by a cheering crowd.  “What happened?” asked her waiting friend.  “Why, I won first prize for the Best Dried Arrangement.”
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DID YOU KNOW?

Clemson University has a committee in Greenwood County called the Greenwood County Extension Advisory Council.  This is a group of people from our community that serve in a volunteer capacity in helping to shape the needs of Greenwood County as it relates to Agrisystems Productivity and Profitability, Economic and Community Development, Environmental Conservation, Food Safety and Nutrition and Youth Development and Families.  This group of volunteers acts as advocates of the Cooperative Extension.  Their primary charter is improving and educating the citizens of Greenwood County as it regards the above-mentioned issues.

Presently this Council is preparing a presentation to the Greenwood County Council concerning the need for a 4-H Agent in our area.  The children of our community are grossly under-served in this regard.  A new 4-H Agent could provide a program with emphasis on protecting our environment and water quality, youth leadership, science and animal projects.  An investment in educating our youth on these issues can only lead to a better future for our area.  

When the presentation to the Greenwood County Council takes place, we would appreciate your support by attending the meeting to show your enthusiasm for this position.  James Hodges will inform us of the exact date.  As we all know, numbers count!  Please plan on showing your support by attending the meeting.  Also, we will be passing around a petition supporting this position.  Please consider signing it.

If you have questions, please talk with James Hodges, Helen Spiller, Steve Odom, Dot Gambrell or Lauren Boylston.  These Master Gardeners all serve on the Advisory Council.

Editor: Lauren L. Boylston

Lboylston@earthlink.net
Lakelands Master Gardeners

PO Box 49632

Greenwood, SC 29648







