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MEETING CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER
Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of each month at NW Volunteer Fire Department @ 6:30pm, unless otherwise noted.  The Fire Department is located behind Harris Baptist Church off of Center Street.

OCTOBER 12th--- South Carolina Fence Garden Tour at Pinecrest Elementary School: hosted by Master Gardener Mary Van Ellenberg and located at 220 Northside Drive between Greenwood High School and the Career Center. This school-wide project promotes active student and community involvement in discovering how to nurture, improve and preserve the native plant and animal eco-system.  Since 2002, the habitat garden has housed native SC plants to attract and house native insects and wildlife. This garden represents the best of service and labor by many of the community and especially key master gardeners.  If you were taught SC history using From the Mountains to the Sea, you will feel at home again as the key features of the garden have been aligned with science and social studies standards for teaching and learning.   This monthly meeting is open to the general community and will meet at Pinecrest Elementary School at 6:00 p.m.  Educational credit is available.
OCTOBER 26th—Board Meeting at the Mall Office at 5:30pm
NOVEMBER 9th—A special speaker from the Greenville News

THE PRESIDENTS CORNER—Jane Price
Well, I have been grappling with the question for several weeks now:  “What in the world is my next article going to be about?”  As usual, I got my inspiration from my garden.

I was walking in the garden one morning when the idea literally hit me in the face; that is, its web did.  If the spider had hit me in the face, you would have already attended my funeral.  Julee, you would have had no one to guide you through the treacherous waters of the LMGA presidency, and Lauren, you would not have another chance to remind (???) to get my article for the month in.  Anyway, my article this month is about spiders, and what more appropriate month than October.

  
The big question, however, is “What are they good for?”  I have always heard that you are not supposed to kill spiders because they eat insects.   My research stated that spiders are necessary because they play a critical role in the environment as aggressive predators of insects.  Studies estimate that each year spiders consume 220 pounds of insects per 2.5 acres of land.  Such efficient predators would normally make good candidates for use in the biological control of insect pests in agriculture.  However, most are not particular about the type of insect they eat.  They eat both harmful and beneficial.  As a result of their inability to target specific harmful insect species, spiders are limited in their use in pest control.  (Boy, do I feel better about squashing all those hundreds of spiders throughout my lifetime).  Spiders might be deemed more beneficial in the future if researchers can isolate silk threads from their webs.  The threads could be used in fabrics and other textiles.  


Some people feel the only good spider is a dead spider, and they do have a bad reputation.  I guess their appearance might have something to do with it with those eight legs and the fact that they lurk in dark places and dangle ominously from long threads.  There is a gross exaggeration, though, about their ability to poison human beings.  Most are entirely harmless, 

but there are two dangerous ones that we need to be aware of-- the black widow and brown recluse.  A bite from the black widow causes severe pain that lasts for several days.  If a bite is not treated properly, death can result.


Brown recluse spiders thrive in human altered environments—attics, basements, crawl spaces, closets, boxes, folded linen, clothing, etc.  For us gardeners, it is important that we are careful around outbuildings, under logs, loose stones, and stacked lumber.  Brown recluse spiders bite only if they are disturbed.  The reaction to a bite depends on the amount of venom injected and the person’s sensitivity.  The bite can cause a painful, deep wound that takes a long time to heal, but lots of other conditions, too, can be mistaken for a brown recluse spider bite.  

I don’t know if I feel better or worse since I have done this research on spiders.  As with everything in this universe there are good traits and bad.  I do know that the only spiders I want to come close to are the plastic ones that one sees at Halloween!
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NEW CLASS MEMBERS DONATE ARTICLES FOR NEWSLETTER
The Contented Gardener
Submitted by Jean Anderson
One of the greatest delights of my gardening life is watching hummingbirds.  I started this season with two feeders, one on the front porch and one near the sunroom.  At one time I counted 7 hummingbirds fighting for the sunroom feeder.  But when it got to the point that I was filling the 12 ounce feeder every day, I expanded to three feeders.  Even then, for the hottest part of the summer, I was filling them every other day!  They were well worth the trouble, though, and so interesting to watch.

One day I watched as three adults were competing for the same feeder, while a young one landed on the side nearest the window.  As the older ones fought, the youngster alternated between getting sips of nectar and peeking around each side to see if the others were coming back!

Another day, while sprinkling the vegetable garden, a hummingbird lit on the string holding up the climbing beans.  There he proceeded to take a shower in the hot evening air, flapping his wings and turning to take advantage of the water from the sprinkler.

My greatest delight, though, was a total surprise.  One day, I took one of the feeders down to refill it.  As I held it in one hand to take the hanging wire off with the other, a hummingbird landed on it and stayed long enough to check out three of the four ports!  

I plan to do everything I can to make sure my "feathered flowers” come back every year.

Grandpa’s Asparagus Patch

Submitted by Rick Wagner 
There was an enormous bed of asparagus a short distance from my grandfather’s feed barn.  Later, I learned that he had planted it there because someone told him that “sparrow grass” would pretty much take over any place where planted and would stop the soil erosion below his barn.

Rich nutrients carried down the hill from the animal pens by the barn had created an ideal environment for the asparagus to grow.  The asparagus bed was old and well established.  It has more than accomplished grandpa’s reason for planting it.  Tall, dark green, feathery fronds dominated the entire area below the barn.  Hundreds of spears, as thick as a man’s thumb and about a foot long crowded around the upper border of the bed like chicks huddling under the wings of their mother.

These plump, succulent spears had prompted me to ask my grandfather if I could gather some of them for our supper.  My request prompted grandpa to voice his doubt of my sanity.

“If you don’t know what it is, leave it alone!”  That was the first and most important rule grandpa taught us to use when foraging for wild foods and medicines.
In spite of my grandfather’s abrupt and sometimes harsh manner, he was an honest man who said what he meant, and meant what he said.  He always spoke from either experience or from conviction; and he did not suffer fools gladly.  Grandpa had lived a long, full life and did not hesitate to tell others that they should listen to him because, after all, he must be doing something right.

Though he was a bit short tempered at times, grandpa took the time to share his considerable knowledge of wild plant foods and medicinal herbs with his grandchildren.  Thus, his grandchildren openly adored him and tolerated his abrupt manner.

Unbelievable as it may seem, it was obvious that none of grandpa’s immediate neighbors had any experience or knowledge of using asparagus as food.  Asparagus grew wild in many places where he lived and its prolific nature caused some people to consider it a weed pest.  Thus, grandpa’s neighbors applied the first rule of wild plant foraging to the weed pest called “sparrow grass”.

Perhaps because of the exotic appearance of new asparagus spears, rumors had spread about the possibility of them being poisonous.  Over time, people accepted these rumors as fact.  The tomato was once believed to be a deadly fruit of a nightshade and the yellow crookneck squash was believed to be the “death in the pot” recorded in 2 Kings 4:38-41.


Grandpa’s neighbors had successfully used the plants they gave him to stop erosion on their own farms.  They therefore established the use of “sparrow grass” solely as erosion prevention.  When grandpa asked for a solution to his own erosion problems, they provided the plants for that purpose.

Trial and error and the school of hard knocks are harsh teachers.  People simply cannot correct fatal mistakes.  Therefore, it is understandable that people in earlier times might think that some plants like asparagus, the tomato and yellow crookneck squash may be poisonous.  It is also understandable why people might be slow to investigate and correct these errors.
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SALUTE TO THE WEEK-END GARDENER

Written and Submitted by: Chris Snipes

I’m going to plant a garden,

And save myself some dough.

I’ve got room in my back yard,

To plow about a dozen rows.

I’m going to plant some veggies,

Peas, corn, beans, cabbage, and potatoes.

I’m going to plant as much as I can,

Of lettuce, squash, broccoli, and red tomatoes.

So I went to the local garden center,

To get everything to meet my needs.

Tiller, fertilizer, lime, garden tools,

Insecticide, wheel barrow, and seeds.

I was in a state of semi-shock,

When they handed me the total bill.

They smiled with pride and a gleam in their eye,

When their cash register I had to fill.

I said, “Oh, what the heck.”

Now it’s going to be a breeze.

The grocery store can kiss me good-bye,

Because these veggies I’m going to can and freeze.

So I tilled and planted seeds and sets,

Man, this is a piece of cake.

I’ll be reaping what I sowed in a very short time,

But, my back is about to break.

I weeded and hoed and prayed for rain,

As my garden grew and grew.

I’d stand with pride in the hot sunshine,

And sip on an ice-cold brew.

Things were going great for me,

The garden was all in bloom.

I laughed to myself about the money I’d save,

And in the freezer, I started making room.

Disaster his my back yard paradise,

Just when the harvest I was about to reap.

It went from shiny green to a dull, dead brown,

And all I could do was weep.

Worms and bugs ate my potatoes and peas,

Blight killed my tomatoes that were turning red.

My corn got chocked out by Johnson grass,

And the rabbits got fat in my cabbage bed.

All that work and money wasted,

I really pitched a fit.

I kicked the tires on the wheel barrow,

And broke the hoe with one good hit.

I plowed everything under,

Then beat the tiller full of dents.

I was stressed, aggravated, depressed and irate,

I could have bought the veggies for 130 dollars and 49 cents
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PROJECT UPDATE INFORMATION—Submitted by Gail Murph
Southside Learning Center 

Community Project

The project at Southside Learning Center began with two short work days on 08/19/06 and 08/26/06.  Thanks to Pam Faulkner, Jane Price and Sandra Johnson for their work on those days.  The flower beds at the front entrance of the building were cleaned and raked, and then hay straw was spread in preparation for the fall plantings.

A presentation was made to the Greenwood County Beautification Commission on 09/05/06 to discuss plans for the project at Southside Learning Center.  The board decided to present a $500 gift to the Lakelands Master Gardener organization for the landscaping costs for Southside.  This donation, along with the plants given last fall from Rebecca McClain at Lakelands Nursery, daffodil bulbs from Park Seed and day lilies stored in Chris Moffitt’s garden, has helped with the overall expenses for this project.  Once the remaining plants arrive, plans will be made for workdays to get the landscaping materials in the ground.
TIP FROM A MASTER GARDENER—Submitted by Mark Hajost
I recently read an article in the newspaper that promoted “Vinegar” as a grass killer/herbicide. I have a brick sidewalk leading to my front door and by this time of year, (especially since I hate weeding) the sandy base and spaces between the bricks is loaded with weeds and grass. I decided to test a few areas using “Vinegar” as an herbicide/weed killer. I applied straight, distilled white vinegar in about 6 areas, 3 by just pouring the vinegar directly on the weeds and 3 by spraying with a readily available pressurized garden sprayer. I am pleased to report that both applications worked and in some cases the effects were enormously successful within 24 hours. It has worked best on grass and weeds but has also been effective on wild strawberries. Vinegar is a heck of a lot more cost effective than other commercially available herbicides and certainly a heck of a lot safer to use. The odor however takes a day or two to dissipate. I don’t know what the long term effects on the soil is and/or if it renders the soil sterile for a period of time or not. I can’t even say at this time if the weeds and grass are going to remain dead but initial results look very promising. It’s been almost 3 weeks and the weeds are not coming back. I imagine that since vinegar is primarily water based it is best applied a day or two before pending rain so that the rain doesn’t wash it off. I am also guessing that it will also kill desirable foliage if accidentally applied.
UPCOMING PLANT SALE—Submitted by Ann Mendelson
\

There is a plant sale by the Spartanburg Men’s Garden Club in October.  You won’t want to miss this one.  Should be a nice drive on a warm fall day.  Get there early for the best selections.  Information is as follows.

It is Oct. 21 from 9-3.  The address is at 820 John B. White, Sr. Blvd. (Reidville Road).  This is an interesting one to go to 
because the Spartanburg Men's Garden Club partners with the Hatcher Gardens at Hatcher Gardens.  They have two plant sales - Spring and Fall.  I've been to both a spring and fall one.  The men's garden club is set up on one side 
(left) and the Hatcher Gardens are set up separate on the other (right).  The garden club features mainly trees and shrubs  while the Hatcher Garden specializes in native type plants - Hosta, Joe Pye Weed, Lantana, toad lily, etc, etc.
PUZZLE FOR OCTOBER—Submitted by Judy Kelly
WILDFLOWERS

K P R R M F H B E M E S T D D        BOLTONIA

W L X A G W O B H R D W O E A        BONESET

A Q H G S L G F Y P E A O E N        CHICORY

U I H W T U A S H W Q M R W D        DANDELION 

M H X O L L T Z D B D P E N E        GOLDENROD

D S N R B O N E S E T L K O L        HAWKWEED

R I N T P Y E P R T I I A R I        HORSEWEED

A G Q E L W Y B Y D M L N I O        IRONWEED

P E P P E R G R A S S Y S E N        PENNYWORT

Z G T S O Z G O L D E N R O D        PEPPERGRASS

S K R C T X E D E E W K W A H        RAGWORT

I O I A T R O W Y N N E P D K        SNAKEROOT

H H N R Y N U E E Y N A Y E D        SNEEZEWEED

C S J M G B D R E E Z O E Y K        SWAMPLILY

Y K M R O I T U G L D S A U O        TANSY

Don’t you have a recipe or article or tidbit of advice to share with the Master Gardeners?  What about a garden book you have read or a garden you have visited?  Please think about writing a review or submitting a delicious recipe.  Remember, it is your newsletter!!!!
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RECIPE CORNER
Green Tomato Relish

Submitted by Louise Powell
1 gallon green tomatoes
1 pound white cabbage

2 large bell peppers (remove seed and pulp)

2 cups sugar

3 medium size onions

1 teaspoon ground pickling spice

1 quart vinegar

2 pods hot pepper

Grind tomatoes, cabbage, peppers and onions.  Mix together and strain all juices out.  Combine vinegar, sugar and spice.  Mix all ingredients together and bring to a boil.  Then let simmer until it turns brown.  Pack into 5 pint jars and seal.  This is an old recipe….Please water bath!

BOB POLOMSKI ANNOUNCEMENT—Lauren Boylston

As most of you know, Bob Polomski has been the state coordinator for the Master Gardener Program for many years.  He has always been much beloved and appreciated.  As we all know, times change, budgets change and then how personnel are utilized must change.  This is sadly the case with Bob.  He is being moved to a new position and has posted a note that I received.  It reads as follows:
Greetings fellow Consumer Horticulture agents and Master Gardener newsletter editors:

As you have learned, I am no longer state coordinator of the SC Master Gardener Program; however, I will continue to provide technical support to the Program as mentioned by Dr. Fran Wolak, Chief Operating Officer.  Also, I will continue to carry-out my Consumer Horticulture duties as well as pursue my PhD in Plant & Environmental Sciences.

In addition, my department chair, Dr. Ted Whitwell, has asked me to delve into other areas of residential, commercial, and environmental interest:

* invasive plants:  address this issue with the green industry and consumers from a practical, scientific perspective;

* new plants:  evaluate and promote newly released as well as underused  landscape plants to the green industry and consumers;

* phytoremediation and water quality:  as an extension of my dissertation work, conduct research and extension activities in phytoremediation [using plants to contain, sequester, remove, modify, or degrade inorganic and organic contaminants in soils, sediments, surface waters, and ground water].   I would like to promote a  "putting plants to work" strategy that involves the production and sale of plants that offer aesthetic and environmental benefits.  These remediating plants can be used in commercial/residential constructed wetlands, retention ponds, rain gardens, and buffers.
It's been a pleasure serving you as state coordinator.  As the SC Master Gardener program takes a new direction, I encourage each of you to maintain your desire to learn and to share your knowledge with others.
Thanks for the memories.
Bob Polomski
Extension Consumer Horticulturist
I am sure we all wish Bob well in his new and exciting endeavors. He will be missed by all of us.  On a happy note, Tim Davis will be assuming coordination duties for the Master Gardener Program.  We look forward to meeting Tim and working with him in the future.  

VOLE UPDATE
Lauren Boylston
I am sure most of you that actually read the newsletter remember me telling you about the new solar powered vibrating mole stakes I had experimented with and then purchased many of.  They have worked so well for over a year that I was convinced that this was the discovery of the decade.  Well, HOLD YOUR HORSES.  As I ventured through the shade garden the other day I discovered over 5 decimated and destroyed (from the roots) Hosta.  Gone was my Sum and Substance….and many others.  Just the leaves lay on the top of the ground, weak and dying.  The “gadgets” still seem to be working in all other areas of the garden so I am unsure of the problem.  It appears that I will have to plant all of hosta in pots below ground and then cover the surface with sharp pebbles.  Stay tuned!!!!  I haven’t given up yet.
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GARDENING HUMOR
The real meaning of plant catalog terminology:
"A favorite of birds" means to avoid planting near cars, sidewalks, or clotheslines. 

"Grows more beautiful each year" means "Looks like roadkill for the foreseeable future." 

"Zone 5 with protection" is a variation on the phrase "Russian roulette." 

"May require support" means your daughter's engineering degree will finally pay off. 

"Moisture-loving" plants are ideal for landscaping all your bogs and swamps. 

"Carefree" refers more to the plant's attitude than to your workload. 

"Vigorous" is code for "has a Napoleonic compulsion to take over the world."
"Grandma's Favorite" -- until she discovered free-flowering, disease-resistant hybrid
Lauren L. Boylston—Editor

LBoylston@earthlink.net
Lakelands Master Gardeners

PO Box 49632

Greenwood, SC 29648






